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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in this 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 



access network and a plurality of core networks, said communication network comprising: 

means for communicating separate ciphering parameters to said access network 
from said at least two of said core networks; and 

means for s e l e cting on e of said s e parat e ciph e ring param e ters for ciph e ring 
communications betwe e n said user equipm e nt and said at least two of said plurality of cor e 
n e twork s in said acc e ss n e twork selecting one of said separate ciphering parameters and using 
the selected ciphering parameter for ciphering at least both a communication between said 
user equipment and a first core network of said plurality of core networks and a 
communication between said user equipment and a second core network of said plurality of 
core networks , 

wherein said user equipment is configured to be simultaneously in 
communication with at least two of said plurality of core networks. 

2. (Previously Presented) A communication network according to claim 1, further 
comprising 

means for ciphering said communications between said user equipment and said at 
least two of said plurality of core networks with said selected one of said separate ciphering 
parameters. 



1 . (Currently Amended) 



A communication network comprising a user equipment, an 



3. (Previously Presented) A communication network according to claim 1 wherein said 
ciphering parameter comprises at least one of a ciphering key or a ciphering algorithm. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A method of ciphering in a communication network 
comprising: a user equipment, an access network and a plurality of core networks, wherein 
said user equipment is configured to be simultaneously in communication with at least two of 
said plurality of core networks, said method comprising: 

communicating separate ciphering parameters to said access network from said at 
least two of said plurality of core networks; and 

s e l e cting on e of said s e parat e ciphering parameters for ciphering communications 
b e tw ee n said us e r e quipm e nt and said at l e ast two of said plurality of cor e n e tworks 

selecting one of said separate ciphering parameters and using the selected ciphering 
parameter for ciphering at least both a communication between said user equipment and a 
first core network of said plurality of core networks and a communication between said user 
equipment and a second core network of said plurality of core networks . 

5. (Previously Presented) A method of ciphering according to claim 4 further comprising 

ciphering said communications between said user equipment and said at least two of 
said plurality of core networks with said selected one of said separate ciphering parameters. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method of ciphering according to claim 4, wherein said ciphering 
parameter comprises at least one of a ciphering key or a ciphering algorithm. 

7. (Previously Presented) A method of ciphering according to claim 4, wherein said access 
network comprises a plurality of entities dedicated for managing the ciphering of 
communications with user equipments located in a geographical area allocated to said 
respective entities, 

and that when said user equipment moves from a geographical area allocated to a first 
ciphering managing entity to a geographical area allocated to a second ciphering managing 
entity, said first ciphering managing entity communicates used ciphering parameters to said 
second ciphering managing entity by signaling over said at least two of said plurality of core 
networks. 
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8. (Currently Amended) An access network connected to a plurality of core networks, 
and to a user equipment, wherein said user equipment is configured to be simultaneously in 
communication with at least two of said plurality of core networks over said access network, 
said access network comprising 

means for receiving separate ciphering parameters from said core networks; and 
means for selecting one of said separate ciph e ring param e ter s for ciph e ring 
communications between said us e r e quipment and said at l e ast two of said plurality of cor e 
n e tworks selecting one of said separate ciphering parameters and using the selected ciphering 
parameter for ciphering at least both a communication between said user equipment and a 
first core network of said plurality of core networks and a communication between said user 
equipment and a second core network of said plurality of core networks . 

9. (Currently Amended) A device for an access network connected to a plurality of core 
networks and to a user equipment configured to be simultaneously in communication with at 
least two of said plurality of core networks over said access network, said device comprising: 

means for receiving separate ciphering parameters from said core networks; and 
means for s e l e cting one of said separat e ciph e ring param e t e rs for ciph e ring 
communication s b e tw ee n said us e r e quipm e nt and said at l e ast two of s aid plurality of cor e 
n e tworks selecting one of said separate ciphering parameters and using the selected ciphering 
parameter for ciphering at least both a communication between said user equipment and a 
first core network of said plurality of core networks and a communication between said user 
equipment and a second core network of said plurality of core networks , wherein said device 
is one of an access network element and a ciphering controller. 

10. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 9, further comprising: 

means for ciphering said communications between said user equipment and said 
at least two of said plurality of core networks with said selected one of said separate ciphering 
parameters. 

11. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10, wherein said communications 
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are signaling messages. 

12. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10, wherein said communications 
comprise signaling messages and user data. 

13. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 9, wherein said ciphering 
parameter comprises at least one of a ciphering key or a ciphering algorithm. 

14. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 9, further comprising a radio 
network controller in the access network element. 

Claims 15-19 (canceled) 

20. (Previously Presented) A communication network according to claim 2, wherein said 
communications are signaling messages. 

21 . (Previously Presented) A communication network according to claim 2, wherein said 
communications comprise signaling messages and user data. 

22. (Previously Presented) A method of ciphering according to claim 5, wherein said 
communications are signaling messages. 

23. (Previously Presented) A method of ciphering according to claim 5, wherein said 
communications comprise signaling messages and user data. 
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